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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
AT Rl CHMOND, DECEMBER 15, 1999
APPL| CATI ON OF
WASHI NGTON GAS LI GHT COVPANY CASE NO. PUE980895
For a further amendnent to Pil ot

Del i very Service Program

ORDER GRANTI NG COVPANY' S MOTI ON SUBJECT TO TI ME LI M TATI ON

In a notion filed on Novenber 18, 1999, WAshi ngton Gas
Li ght Company ("WEL" or "the Conpany") requests that the
Comm ssion anmend its Pilot Delivery Program The Conpany
specifically requests that the "Bal ancing" provision of Rate
Schedule No. 9 be nodified to provide WAL with the flexibility
to reduce the volunme of gas delivered by suppliers participating
in the pilot program upon 24 hours' notice, on any day when
necessary due to operational considerations. According to the
Conpany, a potential operational inbalance nmay occur on
exceptionally warm days when the total volune of gas delivered
to the Conpany's city-gate by all suppliers nay exceed the total
vol une of gas required to neet daily demand or the injection
capacity of storage resources.

Pursuant to an Order dated Novenmber 29, 1999, the
Comm ssion Staff filed a Response. In its Response, Staff

states that it supports the granting of the above-referenced
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notion but only for a short-termtime period. Staff notes that
WEL acknowl edges that its over-supply problemw || cease to
exi st once daily bal ancing begins, and Staff believes that the
Conpany should be in a position to inplenent such bal anci ng by
Septenber or QOctober of 2000. Staff therefore recommends that
the requested nodification be limted to the short-termtine
period ending Cctober 1, 2000.

On Decenber 14, 1999, counsel for WEL filed "Reply of
Washi ngton Gas Light Conpany to Staff's Response to Conpany's
Motion" ("Reply"). 1In that Reply, the Conpany requests that the
above-referenced nodification be granted through March 31, 2001.
The Conpany states that, before daily bal ancing can begin, it
must devel op a gas managenent system and that such system can
not commence until the spring of the year 2000. The Conpany
notes that the information technol ogy resources necessary to
devel op such system are not available until that tinme due to the
focus on Y2K and | eap year transitions. The Conpany al so states
that, in order to inplement daily balancing, it is considering
capacity rel ease of storage under applicable Federal Energy
Regul atory Conmi ssion rules. WA believes that any assignnment
of storage capacity should coincide with the end of the storage
wi t hdrawal season on March 31. Thus, it anticipates

i npl enenting daily balancing by April 1, 2001, either as a part



of a pilot programif it is continued beyond the second year, or
as a part of a permanent program

NOW THE COW SSI ON, havi ng consi dered the pl eadings, is of
the opinion and finds that the Conpany's request for anmendnent
of Rule No. 9 should be granted, subject to the tine |imtation
detailed herein. The period for such nodification shall not
extend beyond Decenber 31, 2000. Accordingly,

| T 1S ORDERED THAT:

(1) WE's notion for anmendnent of Rule No. 9 shall be
granted, subject to the tine limtation detailed herein.

(2) This matter shall be continued generally.



